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Hetorc sue uiul liuisoeo p
lug in the anus of her grandfather.

Notwithstanding the delay. Hardy
again permitted the mare to
her own pace. Though sh. went at
a steady trot, n messenger l , the re-

mainingTHE QUARTERBREED Ulltoinohlle easily colld have
overtaken lilm nt any time before dark.
Hut no messenger was sent.

Mldafteiuoei) Hardy met the car
that had takm his baggage to town.

The Story of an Army Officer on nan Reservation It was Pile! hub with the baggage of
the new agent an I the coiiimlssionere,

By ROBERT AMES BENNET The chauffeur, with the Indifference of
a city man, whirled past him without
so much as slackening speed.

No, do not attempt to deny the fucts,
please. It will only add to the bitter-
ness. I am trying to keep from say-
ing harsher things. I cannot hide the
fact that you have struck me u severe
blow. It would be easier if you had
not Insisted upon my coming here to-

night to be niiide the butt of his mock-
ery."

Marie threw up her head, her eyes
blaring with Indignant scorn.

jYoti can believe that of me? 1

thought you a gentleman!" Her voice
hardened. "You have been served lis
you deserve. And now I am glad
glad!"

He turned about und went out
through the parlor. The other men
were clinking glasses iu Jolly

iMipont wnveringly offered
him the whisky bottle. He thrust it
back and left the house.

find some ouo more competent thau
myself."

"Will you not remonstrate against
this unjust order?" she exclaimed.

"Yon forgot that I am a soldier," he
replied. "Army life Is a life of serv-
ice. You will now understand why
most army women are army girls be-

fore they are army wives."
"Ah but If n woman loves!" mur-

mured Marie, and her gaze sunk with
the drooping of her silken lids. "Alas-
ka must be a magnificent land to vis-

it."
Vandervyn was bending to seat him-

self. He straightened us If struck.
The suddenness of the movement drew
all eyes back to him. His wine-Ilushe-

face hud gone white. He met the won-

dering look of the man opposite, and
forced u smile.

"I have still another announcement
to make." he said, "one that you will
all admit to be still more pleasant thau
the delightful news of our gallant
friend's summons to wider fields of
service. tlontlemen and lady per-
mit tue to remind you that all the
world loves a lover. Tills being true,
it follows that all the world must dou- -

licdhcur was intoxicated, und he was
abusing his sister in the foulest of
language, Wheu Hardy approached,
the girl averted her shame-reddene- d

face, and drooped still lower over her
pony's withers, lledbear leered Inso-
lently nt the Intruder nnd burst Into u
drunken laugh. Though his laxly wns
reeling, he had almost perfect coutrol
of his tongue

"Look at him. Weena ; the " Here
followed n number of obscene epi-

thets. "That man of yours lost uo
time. The tin soldier Is on the run.
Told you we had fixed him."

"You drunken dog!" said Hardy.
"Keep quiet und go home."

"Who's going to make me?" chal-
lenged the halfbrced, his
eyes flaring with vicious anger. "I
don't take any more orders from you.
You'd try to put the killing of Nogen
on me try to make out It was me shot
him, and tried to shoot you those two
times! Hut Van fixed you. lie prom-
ised to keep you from putting me in
Jail. That's why 1 let him have Weotia
when wo went Into the mountains,"

"You cur!" cried Hardy. "So you
permitted him?"

Olnna threw up her head with the
courage of outraged Innocence.

"Why khould lie stop l.lai from tak-
ing mo?" t.ho shrilled. "1 am only u

CHAPTER XVIII Continued.
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Hardy nt once addressed Ynndervyti :

"Ho so kind us to open the 8ii fo and lay
before those commissioners every pub-

lic paper in the oilkv. They decline to
allow mo their authority for an Inspec-
tion of my accounts. Therefore 1 have
declined to make an olliciul presenta-
tion to them of agency affairs. There
is nothing to conceal from any in-

quirer. You may hand every document
to these persons in my presence."

Vandervyn nonchalantly shrugged,
mid went over to open the safe. One
of the commissioners remarked in an
officious tone: "Where is the issue
clerk? lie ought to be present to ex-

plain his accounts."
"That's Charlie lledbear, gentle-

man the interpreter." explained lu-pou- t.

' He lit out with his sister, down
the creek to his house, when we was
out I tig. Want me to send for him?
You'll need him to make your oitieial
talk to the chiefs."

"You will do as well for that, Jake,"
Interposed Vandervyn. "Besides, 1 be-

lieve the commissioners will wish to
put off the powwowing until tomor-
row. Its' a tiresome trip across from
the railroad. No doubt they will
glance through the agency papers,

r,il then go over to your house to
plm the opetiiug of the mineral
lauds."

The tug. blear-eye- d man who hail
ridden in the front seat of the car, nod-

ded and replied in an oily tone: "If
you assure us the accounts are cor-

rect, Mr. Vandervyn. 1 think It is need-les- s

trouble nt this time to wake fur-

ther Investigation."
"Still, oughtn't v.c to " One of the

commissioners began a querulous ob-

jection, lint his fellows were rising
to leave the oiVioo. and lie bout to the
will of the majority.

Hardy bowed them out with punc-
tilious courtesy. He was still working
when Marie's Indian boy brought word
that she wished him to come to din-

ner withmn fail. He hesitated, but nt
last sent back the reply that he would
be present.

Vandervyn laughed. Kcdhcur start-
ed staggering toward him. the cmpt
revolver coiiceuled behind his back
with drunken cunning.

"You think It's funny," he muttered,
"funny Joke! You own tip that mur-rlug- e

with ber wusn't real like you
va Id It was."

"What If It wasn't?" bantered Van-

dervyn. "It was good enough for a
halfbrced squaw." He smiled at
Hardy. "Yes, good enough for any
halfhri-c- or quurlerbreed. I'll have
Marie next."

Hardy tensed, jet Instantly checked
the wrath that would have Impelled
him to hurl himself nt the throat of
the mocker. Itislhcar lacked such Iron
self-inus- ry. nnd liquor had numbed
his sense of subserviency to Vander-
vyn. At Marie's uume his fury burst
out.

'You tinr! You thief!" he yelled.
"She's mine! You promised! I'll
show you. j 011 " Cursing wildly, he
flourished his revolver, and brought It
down In a wavering attempt to take
ui to.

"Stop! Stop!" Manly cried to Van-

dervyn. "It's not loaded ! Stop!"
Hut Vandcrtjn had already whlpptsl

nut his revolver. 1'mih the miiixle
lcnp.H-- a sheet of flame. 1;.-.I- h ar flung
up his arms and pitched backward.
Swiftly Vatidertjn reciw-ki- tl bis t

nnd alnicd It nt Hardy.
"Put up your hands! Hrc-- them

a way from your cont !" he ahoutisj In
tierce menace.

Hardy did r."t put up his han Is, He
bint dwn to ftl the l,.rt of the
halllrnd. Shrltking with horror.

Minis fe!l fainting nTss the of
her brother. Hardy looked up, grim
ale! 1)1. t.

' I hop." you are satisfied." he- - mid.
"You l.sr,. killed him."

Vnmh-rtj- kept his revolver pointed
at Hardy.

"I Med In scifdrfense," be snarled
l.'ll't Joll n ake a mote. He had hl

g'm on tins -
"It was empty. 1 cl!r-- l to
"You didn't not till I had fir.d. I

shot him tj.iwn to nr n t hf pil
sh.s.t you. l, if ou try to draw."

"O.-- t out of herer onb rel Hardy,
bottle i.f i.'ie thnat. "b ii lf ruuscd
trouble . Send the new ei,l.
V ou ran tell Mm that I admit .u m m

CHAPTER XX.

Tha Registration.
At noon the following day the com-

missioners enmc out to the butte, and
announced the conditions of the lend
opeiili.g. Ail entry men were to start
from the i.ur.ee at a given signal, to
be made at ten o'clock In the morning
of the second day following. Any per-
son who stun.-.- ) before the signal
would be dis(juali!lsl.

A tent w;i set up for the commis-
sioners in the coulee bottom, on the
rcserwitiot) side of the dwindled
stream, and the chairman and secre-
tary proceeded to take the signature,
thumb prints and descriptions of the
waiting colony of proses-tor-s and cow-

boys.
Since I lardy and Marie had first

come upon the camp, the number of
men hud twice doubled. Yet. owing
to the obscure manner In which the
proposed opening hail U-c- n udtertlsrd.
there were absurdly few of thfta. all
told, compared to the multitude at
other goicrnmrntnl land IVr-ha-ps

with a view toward covering this
discrepancy, the commissioners had or-de-.d

full n of every coo-t--
t.itil, nnd so managed to cover man?

sheet of p,iM-- nad to eoimume much
time.

The ro.sanling an wrll under way
when Vambrtyu and lsint rarue
down to the camp. Neither mat! any
ntierupt to pti-- h into th line of etitry-li- o

n, lint t'i;p- - i,t read the po:e no-i:- c,

,,f tl roiiditi.'i.s of the contest,
f row i;.d. mi l n mnrki-- .l to andenyo
that he wished ;. show .;n something
owr nt the b'.i'.te. The joung man

...red. ! borrowed a y.and
r.nle n,rs with t.liu to the deserted
Clitlip.

"..! I i;? he "I lave too
foe.u.l n tear. m st that Is hatching
oi.t a h..rs. g enough to outrun
!r:t hV

I t - I.' shi I : hi-- n I. "IVn't yon
I t hrt.r tt J-- ke around her.

Van. llu 'D there prosH-ctor- s and
ir.K tvers nil h.- - gutiv and they ain't

the kind to stand fc--r no funny husl.
to-- v"

"TVt'll time to star.1 for It. If
they don't understand It." pumvd
Vandervyn "In tMt game three ef a
kiod Iwnt n! the Jacks In the park."

"You lvet kM't jour he.J hat. Just
tb" same. Them puncher 1 ride the
b.trdest. and they're mighty sharp te

the difrrenee horara."
"I told )oii shut) ruh them off

their et. ThryU think me a foxd,
nnd dnp behind, to overhatil me later.
Now. If that's all you have to tell

"mi
He wheeled hi borrowed pony 10

ride hark.
"Mold on!" replied lurnt. frowning

uneasily. "1 want to ta'k over fixing
up about the way w share the mine."

Vandervyn lifted hi eyvbrowm,
"Aren't ou satisfied? Now that Hed-la- r

U out of the wy, there mill 1st
none to questio.i our sharing of the
mine between us."

"It'a between US, atl light." sullenly
replied Ihitxmt. "Tain t In writing,
though. According to them condition.
If I don't regtsler tday. I don't git

onM

CHAPTER XIX.

In Self Detente.
Kather curly the next morning the

big. red-fuce- blear-eye- man cuine
nlot'.e to the ofilcc. He found Hardy
making out a filial report as ucl.ng
agent.

"detting ready to turn over?" he
asked.

"1 am prepared to do so the moment
the uew agent urrUo and has checked
the lists of ugency property," was
Hardy's curt reply.

"All right. I'll O. K. your reort.
Don't r.eed to cheek the lists of an offi-

cer nr.d gentleman," the man purred
in lils oiliest tone. He handed over a
packet. "Here are the papers reliev-
ing you, and my appointment. I'm the
new agent. I held them back to give
young Vandervyn the dunce to spring
his pleasant little surprises en you."

"Very considerate," sul l Hardy. He
opened nnd read the othclul document
with care. Icketed his own. and hand-
ed the other back to the new agent.
"Very good. Now, If you will riatnlne
the accounts of the chief rlerk and the
Issue clerk. I have brought them oVuti
to date, together with my report."

The new agent glanced at the paters
nnd took up a pen. "You've certified
their correctness. That's enough for
me. I'll give you my O. K. of the turn-
over."

"You would oblige me by checking
the property in the warehouse."

"Waste of time, x plain. You'll
want to be startlug for the railroad.
We made n night of It. Commission-
ers' heads are sore this morning. They
want to get to work, nnd this Is the
best place. I can loan you my touring-ca- r

to take you over to the railroad."
"Thank you. I prefer to ride my

mare," said Hardy. "I shall ak you,
however, to send one of the police with
my trunk lu Hupcnl' buckbonrii"

"I'll send It In the motor. There's
a lot more of our own huggngo to be
brought out from the railroad," In-

sisted the new agent.
Ho receipted Hardy's papers, and

went to hunt up the chauffeur of the
second car. Hardy took his private pa-

pers and the reports that he wished to
mull, and went over to his quarters to
pack his baggage. Puxnt sent a

to fetch Hardy's mare and
came In to offer his big hand.

"Hop- - you ain't going off with no
hard feelings. Cap," he said.

Hardy gravely shook hands with
him.

"None, this morning," he assured.
"A man cannot ulTord to cherish en-

mity. 1 shall ask you to go with me to
the tepee of the head chief."

Ihtpont hesitated, nud endiil by
complying with the request. They
found old seated In his
tepee, waiting for the white chiefs to
call a council. When, with Impont's
aid, Hardy explained that be must go
awny, the noble old chief's stolidity
fell from him dike a mask, and he
rose to cry out in Impassioned spewh
against the departure of the tribe's
true friend. Hardy owhl only express
his deep regret, arid repent that he had
to obey the orders of his own head
chief. When he had explained the
report on irrigation that he wan mail-
ing to the Indian bureau, he exchanged
I riding gifts of friendship with the
chief and tore himself uwuy.

The policeman was waiting with the
mure. Hardy gave him a coin and
swung into the saddle.

"one lust word, Dupont," he snid,
"Kindly tell your daughter what I said
about not cherishing enmity."

"How about Mr. Van?" questioned
Dupor.t.

"You need say nothing to him from
me. Hut " Hardy bent over In the
saddle to bring his stern face near
the trader's "I advise you to watch
that young man."

Dupont stood for some tlmo staring
after the ofltcer. When li started for
his store, before which a crowd of In-

dians were waiting, his shrewd eyes
were narrow with calculation, and his
stubby forefinger was rubbing the grlas-ssle- d

hair under the brim of hi" hat.
Hardy permitted the mare to choose

her own pace.
As he neared the foot of the valley,

he saw Redbear and Olnnn riding tip
the creek from the road crossing. The
girl drooped la ner saddle a If IlL A

nearer view confirmed b'l auapidODt

iireeii girl, but my man lows me. mo
only! I had a right to be his wife If
1 Wanted to."

'
"His wife?" Incredulously exclaimed

Hardy. "A man of his stamp never
coal I have tiui rri. .1 ) ou."

"lie did! he did V Insisted liil.ua.
i ii."uiu jou oh, mil.) io mm 1

would be a bud girl, lie married ir.c
by tribal custom and the common law
way of white pro; Jo."

lUrdy'a shnrp gnxe softened with
pity. ' "You poor young l:,nf ei.t !

Tubal custom Is not binding ou n white
man."

"Hut common-la- marriage!" tri-
umphantly rejoined the girl In the
faith of her Unquestioning hue. ' lie
said white voplc often get married
that way."

Hardy burst out between pity a;i I

Indignation: "The srouudnd ! You
poor child! Common-la- i.mrringc Is
only half marriage ht lust. To make
it even tbnt much of a tie. It Is iii-r-

-

sary that a mnu Mid woman should
live tog'her us huslmnd nud wife
oH i,Iy. He kept this mnttrr secret ;

he j'crsuiidrd )u und jour brother to
tell no oin the scoundrel 1"

Stricken with grief nnd shame. O.n-n- a

uttered a monu and crouched d n
over her pony's withers, with her fav
In her hands. Hut the drink cnu.d
I rain of HetHx-n- r comprehended only
that Hardy was berating his sister's
husband. He made an effort to
straighten In the saddle, and bis right
hand fumbled eagerly for the hilt of

j bis revolver. Hardy swerved his mar
alongside and reached out. ltdtar
slumi-e- from bis saddle like a sack of
grain.

Olnna sllped down to run to ber
brother. Hut Hardy was quicker. He
threw himself on the half-date- drunk-
ard. A skillful wrench loosened the
stubborn clutch of the other fingers
on the gun. Disarmed and perhaps
tartly sobered by the shock. Kedbear
stretched out on the dusty and.

"Oh, he Is hurt!" gasped olnna.
Hardy rolled the drunkard away

from her and spoke sternly: "He Is
not hurt. stand up!"

lledbear gathered himself together
and, sided by Olnna. staggered to his
fvt. The ponies had cantered away.
Hardy led his mare uround beside

and be and Oluna, between
tlftu, managed to lift the almost help-
less man Into the saddle. While tlo--

were going the half-mil- to the cabin.
Hardy led the mare, and Olnna wulled
beside her brother to steady hint in
his seat Neither saw the rider who
rode up out rf the creek bed beyond
the cabin and wlu-ele- from view nd

the ct.d wall.
When they reached the house. Hardy

helped ltclbcur dismount before the
door and handi-- hini his unloaded re-

volver. He then lifted his hat to Oia-m- i

with utmost respectfulness.
"Miss Redbear." he said, "you have

Uvu wronged in n most despicable
manner, lie has lu-- to you. You
must keep away from hliu. Go back
Into the mountains with your grand-

father. I believe the rascal will sma
leave the reservation, and then you
will be free from him."

"Thanks for the prophecy, rnptaln."
came a Jeer from the end of the cabin.

They stared atiout, und saw Vander-
vyn standing at the corner, his face
set In a rynical smile.

"So you've quit soldiering asd' lakca
to preaching," he sneered,

sighed Olnna, and she
crept toward the mocker, her hand
imploringly outstretched, her soft
ryes brimming over with tears of piti-
ful entreaty. "Tell him tell hlra It
Isn't true! Tell him our marringo la
a real marriage!"

"What a fusa over a little thing like
that I" he rallied.

The girl cringed back, and sank
down, In silent anguish to hide her
face.

"For ahame, sir!" cried Hardy.
"Ilava you no shred of dectacjr

"

Having in mind the cold nud almost
Insulting matmer of the visitors, he cut
his arrival us close as possible. This
proved to be a tactful move. Though
the newcomers were all mellow with
whisky, a chilling silence fo.lo'wet) the
entrance of the noting agent. Even
Dupout turned his thick shoulder and
poured himself another driufc without
a word of greeting.

Only Vandervyn raised his empty
glass to the last guest, and called
Ironically: "Just in time, captain.
Here's to your quick progress ulong
the course of your career."

Hardy did not reply, lie was bow-

ing to Marie, who had that moment ap-

peared In the dining room doorway.
"Itinner is served, gentlemen," she

aid, and she bowed ia her most grande
darae manner. "Captain Hardy, you
may take me in."

Vandervyn sprang up. angry-eye-

Marie did not seem to perceive him.
She stepped In beside Hardy, und wait-
ed with perfect composure while the
other guests passed out after her fa-

ther. Vandervyn' face was far from
pleasant as he followed the others. The
girl did not look nt him. Hardy escort-c- d

her to the head of the tuble, and
she gave him the seat of honor. The
chairman of the commission was gra-

ciously assigned to the seat on her
left

Hardy was deeply gratified, but he
Yaileil to realize the full moaning of
his preferment as the most distin-
guished gentleman present. Vander-
vyn alone was fully aware of the mo-

tives that had prompted Marie to hon-

or Ills rival. He bent over his plate,
Ids lip between bis teeth, l'or a time
he could neither cat nor talk. Then
fc rallied and, for a while, sat staring
Into the bubbling amber of his chain-pngn-

his lips curved ir. an odd smile.
At last a merry quip from Marie stir-

red him to action. He rose and bowed
to her.

"J.ndy and gentlemen," he smiling-

ly remarked. "I have two very pleas-

ant little announcements to make. It
la my fond expectation that ji u will

relish them quite as much as you have
relished this delicious little dinner."

He looked at Marie, smiled, und con-1- 1

nued ;

"My first announcement relates to
our martini fellow-gues- t, the gallant
and distinguished Captain 1'loyd Har-

dy. The privilege and pleasure are
mine to Inform the distinguished off-

icer that the war department has been
pleased to relieve him of this Irksome
detail to grant hix permission Imm-
ediately to Join his regiment, which is
at Vancouver barracks, Washington,
under orders to sull for Alaska."

All eyes turned upon Hardy. Some
glinted with malice; olhers were cold.
Wade's aloue worn sympathetic. Hardy
glanced around the table with nn U-
nperturbed look, and bowed to Vander-- .

ryn.
' "Pray accept my acknowledgment
nt the kindliness with which you make
the announcement," he said, and he
turned to smile gravely Into Murle's
troubled dice. - "1 could have asked
for time to carry out our irrigation
dans. But. doubtless the bureau will

"I'm the New Aoem."

My love a pair of lovers. It is my
privilege and delight to be able to an-

nounce that, as 1 am not at present
free to engage myself, the other mem.
ber of the pair, our charming hostess,
has graciously given ber promise to
wait for f:;e."

He caught up his champagne glass,
which the Indian boy had Ju--- t refilled.

"Gentlemen, here's to the loveliest
girl In the world, the bidy who has
given me her true promise !"

The commissioners rose Hupont
rose. Hardy sat as if stunned, his eyes
fixed upon Marie's face in a strained,

stare. She was ve-- v

pale. She seemed to shrink. Yet s..e
made no attempt to deny Vandervyn'i,
statements. Hardy stood up with the
other men and, for the first time that
evenlug, he emptied his champagne
glnss.

"Youth to youth!" he murmured.
Meeting Vacdervyn's exultant smile,
he drew in a din-- breath, and his voice
rang clear and steady : "Yon are to
be congratulated, sir. I wish you the
great good fortune that you may in all
things prove worthy of the lady's
trust."

Vandervyn's flushed face crimsoned,
but whether with shame or anger could
not be told. Marie had risen, and her
taetfuluess diverted attention from the
rivals.

"The coffee and cigars will be served
in the parlor," she announced.

Vandervyn somewhat hastily led the
way to the other room. Hardy, being
the farthest away, followed behind the
others. When be came to the door he
coolly rinsed and bolted it.

"Captain!" bnnthlessly exclaimed
Marie. "What will they-thlnk- ?"

"Most of then nre beyond thinking,
und they have the whisky bottle," he
replied. He faced about, and came
buck to her.

She shrank before the look iu his
eyes.

"You you bnvo no right!'' she mur-
mured. "I will go"

"Not until you have heard me. There
may be no other opportunity for me to
see you alone before I go away," he
siild. "I do not wish to reproach you.
Yet you must realize that your failure
to tell me of your promise to him led
me to believe I had a fighting chance."

"You do cot--n- sk mo to explain,"
she faltered.

"What I then to explain?" he
"You knew that I trusted

your sincerity utterly, nnd you were
willing to amuse yourself with me
while he was nwny."

"I you have no right," she sought
to defend herself. "I never led you
to believe "

"You told me nothing of that prom-
ise to him, I thor.ght you what you
knew I thought you; and all these
weeks, every day How can a woman
look so beautiful seem so true and
loving In every word and set and toy
with the deepest feelings of a man as
you have amused yourself with mine?

to hate Us n Justified."
Vamlervjn's menacing attiiud nw

laxed He bnif ofs l.is revolver,
t ut kept a wnry watch on Hanly
be hacked away around the corner
of the cabin, and ran to Jump on his
pony and gallop away. Hardy had

pruii up. Hut It was only to hasten
Into the houo for water. He came out
"ith a half filled b ki t, drew olnna
1'iif on her bark, and dashed water
Into her farr. Phe rqw-nr- d her ejrea.

him. and. reldenlng with shame,
turned ber face aside. It hapln-ne-

to h torl fcer bmthrr. Muddrnly
she drew herself ap on her lbow (a
In-n- over the rmjr face.

"He la not dead!" she capd.
Itedliear'a lips were moving. Hardy

kr.ntt to lift him up to a half anting
He km by grim experience

that with such a wound there was no
hoM, but he also knew-- that It would
ease the agony to raise the Injured
num. Olnna dampened her brother
forehead. He muttered a curse.

"Not that, boy." warned Hardy. "You
have only a few aonutca."

Iledtiear seemingly did not hear him.
He repeated the cure : "The 1 I'd
'a' got him way I got Nogen If you
hadn't unloaded my gun."

"You shot Nogen?" querlt-- d Han!r.
"SjH'ak out ! You fav jron shl No-

gen r
"He wanted her Marie same

way as Vun same way as Van said
you wanted ber. We 1 tried to get
you twice because he. Van, told me
you want. si Marie that way. The
liar the Ahr-rh!-

I'rom between the lips that had
parted to utter the curse there gushed
u scarlet stream.

Hardy laid the tody on the ground
und drew the distracted gtrl away by
inula force.

"Come Into the house," he ordered.
"You must not look nt him."

She offer"d only passive resistance.
When he had put her In a chair, she
sat motionless, as if dazed, her dry
eyes fixed on vacancy.

"This Won't do." he said. "You
must go to yonr grandfather. I can-

not take you with me, nud beside"
He checked himself, caught up a

blanket, and went outdoors. When
presently ho returned, she had not
moved. I'o fastened her scunt wanl-roti- e

and few trinkets In a blanket mil,
and led her out around the house,
carefully keeping himself between her
nnd the blanket-covere- d form on the
ground near the dtor. He hud brought
her own and her brother's ponies to
the back of the house. He lashed the
bundle on the dead roan's saddle,
lifted the girl upon her pony, and
mounted his mare.

Half-wa- y to the agency they met Tb
owa-konz- a coming down with several
members of his family to visit his half- -

breed grandchildren. Urged by Hanij.
the girl broke ber distraught alienee to
tell th ild chief what bad happened.

R:dtr Pitched Backwards.

lei right to enter no claim. What's f

ke. j y,ni from turning rmi'id nud t.ll-In- g

;.,. to whistle for my Unlf. SOOUS
Joll gll title to the mine?"

"Why. Jake!" excluimd Vandervyn
in nn aggrleted tone. "How ran ycii
think I could thn.w you down that
way? Kten if we weren't friends, you
know I want Marie."

piipoot's eye narrowed, and hlsjaar
set obstinately. "That all rttht: but
them that want to remain friends
want to remember that buslucse l
btislneaa."

Vandervyn frowned, considered the
oia.ier irw monieuts. ami led, and
ur.-- n iuiiH-- a paper from an Inner,
l"raet.
' "Very well I expected to wait until
I reached ths mine. Hut alnce yon r
alst. here It Is my deed to you et
full half-Interes- You've been fonK
Ing and looking so confounded nwa
ever alnce the-eci- aont tl Rr.thnt I thought I'd be read for iU--,
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